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Howe Mails Help 


By the Rev. J. L. McLaughlin, D.D., Secretary, Northwestern Agency 


HE policy of employ- 

ing full-time Bible dis- 
tributors—colporteurs—has 
not been followed in recent 
years by this Agency. It 
took so much of the avail- 
able funds; besides, in these 
well-populated states, there 
are many Christian workers 
who gladly help as volun- 
tary distributors, or on a 
small commission basis. But there is another 
valuable and diligent assistant—the daily mails. 
They do valiant service. 


DR. McLAUGHLIN 


Ministry to the Bereaved 


Moved by the sight of the large list of deaths 
in the daily papers each morning, about a year 
ago, we undertook to send to bereaved families 
a message of sympathy. This message was in 
the form of a copy of the Books 
of Corinthians, with certain com- 
forting passages underscored by 
hand. This marking has been 
done by interested men and 
women as a labor of sympathy 
and love. An accompanying let- 
ter states simply that we extend 
sympathy in their hours of be- 
reavement and enclose the Bible 
portion marked by friends, with 
the assurance that it alone can 
bring a real message of consola- 
tion and comfort. There is no appeal whatso- 
ever, or anything that can possibly be miscon- 
strued into any mercenary motive. 

A large number of answers have come from 
those to whom we have sent these messages. 
Here is just one sample: 


I was indeed surprised to receive your kind message 
of sympathy. It is a comfort to know that there is at 
least one organization that can do such a beautiful 
service. Have never known much about the Bible 
Society, but, if this is an index of its service, with 
these thanks I pray, for you and the Society, God’s 
richest blessings. 


A most important by-product of this minis- 
try is the developing interest of the devoted 
friends who have marked the Scripture por- 
tions. Members of Sunday-school classes, mis- 


MARKING PASSAGES 


sionary organizations, and others, have rejoiced 
in this opportunity to do something definite and 
tangible. Wherever the need has been pre- 
sented, enthusiastic workers have volunteered 
their services. One lady in Oak Park, with 
seriously affected eyesight, but who, it seems 
almost miraculously, can see perfectly to do 
this labor of love, has already marked over 
1,600 copies, involving over 300 hours of actual 
work. There is being developed in these work- 
ers a lively interest in the work of the Bible 
Society. Likewise, not a few of those to whom 
the messages have been sent, have expressed a 
desire to cooperate with us in extending both 
this ministry of love and the usual lines of our 
work. 
The Postman Comes In 


Good morning, Mr. Mailman! What have 
you for us to-day? What! Only sixty-seven 
letters? Why, sometimes you 
bring us 200 letters in a day, 
sometimes even more than that! 
However, you have four more 
deliveries before the day is over ; 
so, perhaps, we may average up 
in the total. But let us see what 
these sixty-seven letters bring us. 

First, let us sort them into 
properly classified piles. The 
ones we are first interested in are 
those containing the orders. We 
have here in this pile thirty-two 
orders for Scriptures, totaling 125 Bibles, 152 
Testaments, and 2,500 Scripture Portions. Not 
so bad. That is just about an average for each 
day during the past year and a half; but not 
quite so many as we had a year ago to-day. It 
pays to watch the business thermometer. These 
thirty-two orders come in from seven different 
states. We have nine states in this Agency— 
why no orders from the other two? We will 
have to “‘speed up,” “‘activate” business in those 
other two states. It is not too much to 


Count that day lost, whose low descending sun 
Finds not some order here from each and every one. 
(Apologies to the poet. This is a miserable 
> 7 
parody, but it tells the story.) We have set for 
our goal the receiving of orders from every 
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state every day. After that to increase the 
number of orders as much and as rapidly as we 
possibly can. This is the only way we can ever 
hope to reach even a fair proportion of the 
28,000,000 people who reside within the bounds 
of this Agency—the Northwestern. 

One particularly fine thing about this set of 
thirty-two orders is that twenty-five of them 
are accompanied by remittances! How this 
cheers the heart of the secretary—and of our 
bookkeeper as well! Such a way of doing busi- 
ness spells for economy and efficiency in our 
work. What a joy and a help the “cash in ad- 
vance’ customer is! One just loves to hear 
from him. If everyone would adopt that plan 
only when ordering books, it would reduce our 
accounting expenses immensely, save us time 
and expense in every way, and enable us to do 
a much larger work. It is a serious problem 
just how far to extend credits. Our policy is 
cash in advance or at most on thirty days only. 
We would like to be able to extend credit to 
every Christian worker, especially to every 
minister in the church. But we just do not 
dare. Nor are we able to do it. Sad experi- 
ence also warns us to beware! Our books now 
show altogether too many “bad accounts.” It 
is hard to lose money, but it is ten times harder 
to lose faith in men. So we will have to study 
and think and pray over some of these “Send 
me the Scriptures as ordered, and I will remit” 
letters. If they only would all remit.as they 
promise to do. So much for the orders. Off 
they go to the billing clerk and then to the ship- 
ping room; for we try to fill all orders the day 
they are received. 

Here are six letters with remittances. Most 
of these are in response to our carefully worded 
and guarded “Please Remit” notices. My, how 
careful we have to be when it comes to the 
matter of bringing an overdue account to the 
attention of a delinquent! He takes a notice 
from his banker or grocer as a matter of fact 
and settles up at once. But he is apt to con- 
sider a notice from the Bible Society as a per- 
sonal affront, and frequently proceeds at once 
to continue postponing payment. All the same, 
there is cause for rejoicing. Here at last is a 
remittance covering a two-year-old account we 
had about despaired of ever receiving. Per- 
haps that seventh notice couched in unmistak- 
able terms, jogged the brother’s memory or 
caused him to have a change of heart. Moral 
—Never get discouraged or completely lose 
faith in men. 

Here are ten letters making inquiries of vari- 
ous sorts. Some are sincere and intelligent, 
some are foolish, and some even highly ludi- 
crous. We try to answer them all, so far as we 
possibly can. One wants to know where the 
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best pulpit Bible can be secured. That is easy. 
No other pulpit Bible can compare in price and 
make-up with those published by the American 
Bible Society. Another inquires for Bibles for 
the pews and for the Sunday-school room. 
Easy again. I will just tell him about our 
Brevier and Minion lines. Another wants us 
to “send several Bibles on approval.” That is 
not so easy, since in conjunction with the stock 
of the Chicago Bible Society here in the one 
depository, we regularly carry in stock over 
1,800 different editions of the Holy Scriptures! 
This is probably the largest variety of Scrip- 
tures to be found in any one room in the coun- 
try. Next letter is from “Inez,” who wants us 
to send her “information on the life of Peter, 
a disciple of Jesus.” Some job, that! Another 
inquirer wants ‘“‘a de luxe Bible, leather-lined 
binding, big type, India paper, helps, Concord- 
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CHEER THROUGH THE MAIL 


Not only is the message of the letter an earnest of 
deep interest, but the very chirography is eloquent testi- 
mony that age and infirmity cannot repress that interest. 


ance, pocket size, at a price not to exceed 
$1.50.” That just can’t be done! Neverthe- 
less, we will have a hard time convincing that 
lady of that fact. From her letter one can tell 
that she knows at least just what she wants. 
The next correspondent wants to know how to 
“secure a complete mastery of the Bible in ten 
lessons.” This is quite a poser, but quite in 
line with the many short cuts being advertised 
in these days. 

Last but not least, we have a pile of letters 
of thanks and appreciation. A widowed mother 
in Missouri, a pastor, a Sunday-school teacher, 
a staff captain of the Salvation Army, a little 
boy nine years old,—it is a sweet chorus. - 

These kind and gracious messages oil the 
machinery for any day’s work in any office! 
We now turn to other labors of the day, with 
a light heart, a buoyant hope, made all the more 
vital and real by the messages left by the mail- 
man. | 


: 
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Reception of the New Turkish Version 


By the Rey. C. T. Riggs, M.A. 


During the absence of WE ae Lyman MacCallum on furlough, the Rev. Charles T. Riggs, 
secretary of the Turkey Mission of the American Board, has been exercising an oversight over 


the work of the Levant Agency im Turkey. 


Mr. Riggs is also a valued member of the 


revision committee which is preparing the version here referred to, the chief member of which is 
the Rev. Dr. F. W. MacCallum. 


HE issue of the Gospels and the Acts in 

the new version and in the new Turkish 
alphabet marks an epoch in the history of the 
Turkish Scriptures. As the Turkish Govern- 
ment had forbidden any further printing of 
anything in the Arabic characters formerly in 
use, it was essential to replenish our stock with 
Scriptures in the Latinized alphabet. At the 
same time, two developments in the language 
made necessary a new translation. A strong 
movement has been in operation for some years 
past to eliminate from use as many as possible 
of Arabic and Persian words and phrases, and 
to substitute wherever possible Turkish words 
instead. The other tendency was toward a 
simpler style of Turkish, corresponding some- 
what to the change from Addisonian English 
to that of to-day. 

We can now say that the new translation 
made under the auspices of the American and 
the British and Foreign Bible Societies has 
successfully met the demands of the day. The 
Gospels were first issued in strong paper covy- 
ers, separately as each Gospel was completed ; 
and this was followed by the Acts, separately. 
These five books have now been bound together 
and issued in cloth as one book; and the sales 
are surprising even the most optimistic. Of 
the single Gospels, Matthew is nearly ex- 
hausted. Out of an edition of 6,000, less than 
100 remain at this writing. The other Gospels 
are also selling well; but, owing to the fact that 
hard times prevent most people from buying any 
books at all, they have not gone off so quickly. 

Many testimonies have come in from Turks 
who have read this translation, that it is splen- 
did; that they can now understand it, as they 
could not understand the former translation 
with all its Arabic and Persian and obsolete 
forms; and that it is an attractive book. 

An American physician was recently the 
guest of a Turkish physician at lunch in the 
Taxim quarter of the city. The Turk brought 
out of his pocket a Gospel, telling his friend 
what a splendid book he had found it to be, 
and how he was reading it constantly. Ina 
recent issue of the Turkish daily Millvyet, 
under “scare headlines,” was a story of how a 
young boy had been found in one of the Turk- 
ish schools with a copy of a Gospel in his pos- 
session. It reported that this was taken from 
him, was found to be issued in very attractive 


form, with a nice picture on the cover, and 
labeled “Injil” (Gospel) and, in another line, 
“According to Mark.” Further, it was in such 
simple language, so easily understood, that it 
was evidently an abbreviation of the Gospel, 
got up by these dastardly missionaries espe- 
cially to attract children. Such illegal propa- 
ganda was being carefully investigated, but it 
was not possible to avoid connecting this at- 
tempt on the simple faith of a child with the 
activities of the Bible House! 

This bit of gratuitous publicity brought at 
least one sale for our new Scriptures; for, a 
day or two later, there came a young man to 
the Bible House, asking to see this famous 
Gospel. He was shown a copy of Mark, and 
then all the others as well, and then a copy of 
the Gospels and Acts bound together was 
brought out. He bought the latter, and left 
with the satisfaction of having the whole book. 

From many places in the interior of the 
country come testimonies to the favor with 
which this new translation is being received 
by the Turks. Our missionaries also are strong 
in their praise of the work done and of the re- 
sult. ‘They are glad to supply a real demand 
for these Gospels. They also find the language 
easy to understand as compared with the for- 
mer versions. It is interesting to note that the 
most severe criticisms are those that come from 
non-Turkish Christians, who are so accus- 
tomed to the old version, that they consider the 
present language unworthy to express the sa- 
cred thoughts. But the Turks themselves are 
the more competent judges. Those of other 
races must get used to the modern language 
with all its apparent crudities, since it is ac- 
cepted by the Turkish scholars. . 

Work is progressing as rapidly as feasible 
with the Psalms, which should be ready for 
the press in less than two months. The trans- 
lators have practically completed their work on 
the Epistles. 

The following is here particularly apropos. 


“Plain Speech” 
By Mr. F. Lyman MacCallum 


GAVE a copy of the new Turkish Gospel 
of Matthew to a Turkish friend, begging 
him to ask his mother to read the Sermon on 
the Mount and report her impressions. I had 
never met this lady, but through her son I knew 
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that she was most devout and spent a large 
part of her time in reading the Koran. Per- 
haps such exercise had its spiritual value ; but, 
as she understood Arabic almost not at all, she 
could not have been much edified by her read- 
ing. 

The little Gospel was returned to me in a 
few days, with thanks. After some hesitation 
the gentleman said, ‘““My mother doesn’t believe 
your book.” 

“Indeed, could you tell me why?” 

“Well, His Excellency Jesus never spoke like 
that.” 

“How does she know that?” 

“Wasn't Jesus one of the greatest of the 
prophets? And, when a prophet opens his 
mouth, not even the wisest can fathom his 
dark sayings. But this!—why, anybody could 
understand this.” 


The Koran in Turkish 


The following extracts from letters by the Rev. C. T. 
Riggs are also here apropos. They indicate a progress 
and interest which are bound to advance the use of 
the Scriptures in modern Turkish: 
January 26, 1932. 

RIDAY, January 22, was a memorable 

date in Turkish Moslem annals. On it the 
Koran was read for the first time in a mosque 
service in the Turkish language; followed by 
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a prayer, also in Turkish, in place of the sacred | 


Arabic tongue. Hafiz Yashar Bey conducted 
the service, and read Sura 36, called Ya Simm, 
termed by Mohammed himself “the heart of 
the Koran.” ‘The comparatively small Yere- 
batan mosque, near St. Sophia, was jammed 
full. It had been announced that a similar 
reading would be given in one of the larger 


mosques the following Friday; but so great 


was the enthusiasm for the new practice, that 
on Sunday there were Turkish readings in three 
mosques, including the great Suleymaniye 
Mosque; and to-day there are to be similar 
readings in five different mosques, including 
Suleymaniye and Dolma Baghtchc. 
February 9, 1932. 

“The Night of Power” service in the mosque 
of St. Sofia was made noteworthy this year by 
an unprecedented crowd of at least 10,000 per- 
sons in the mosque, with several thousand 
others kept outside for lack of room. The 
chief attraction was the chanting of passages 
from the Koran in Turkish, after the prayers; 
and this service was broadcast from receivers 
in the mosque to all parts of Turkey. Flash- 
light pictures of the scene were taken, which 
appeared in the next morning’s papers. Nearly 
a thousand foreigners witnessed the ceremony 
from the gallery. 


There Was No Bible 


By the Rev. M. B. Porter, Secretary, South Atlantic Agency 


T was a typical mountain 
cabin, constructed of 
crude weather-beaten logs, 
with a roof of clapboards 
warped and twisted by rain 
and sun. The location was 
beautiful. Through the 
gorge close by, a clear, bab- 
bling mountain stream sang 
BEORETARY PORTER 16S Way to the sea.’ (Below 
the cabin a spring of spar- 
-kling water issued from a crevice in the rock. 
Across the brook there was a little valley, 
flanked by a towering mountain covered with 
timber. In the cabin lived a family consisting 
of husband, wife, and three children—the old- 
est a girl of twelve, the youngest a babe in 
arms. The family was as typical as the home, 
possessing all the virtues of isolated mountain 
dwellers. 

It is late fall, and the crisp air has within it 
the breath of the coming winter. The scanty 
crops have been gathered and stored. In order 
to increase his income, “Pappy Jim” joins a 
lumber gang and goes to cut timber in the near- 


by mountains. Early one morning he starts 
from his home, and his wife watches him as he 
climbs the winding path leading up the opposite 
mountainside, until he is out of sight. As she 
turns to go into the cabin, the liquid notes from 
a cardinal are heard. But in the distance there 
is the moaning of a dove. She stops, wonder- 
ing whether it is a sign of bad luck. 

The same afternoon a group of men came 
down the mountainside, bearing between them 
a rude litter made of two saplings and grape 
vines twisted together. On this litter was the 
mangled form of “Pappy Jim,” who had been 
crushed by a falling tree. His body was 
brought into the one-room cabin and laid on a 
pallet of straw, in full view of the terror- 
stricken wife and children. The few neighbors 
gathered and tried in true mountain fashion to 
console them. 
words of comfort from the Bible. How much 
it would have meant to hear the words “Let 


not your heart be troubled” or “God shall wipe. 


away all tears from their eyes.” But—there 
WAS no Bible—nor had this home ever had one. 
The children had never heard it read. 


Some one suggested reading | 


word “O death, where is thy sting? 
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A TYPICAL MOUNTAIN CABIN 


The next afternoon, as the sun was going 
down, the friends gathered, and placed the body 
of “Pappy Jim” in a rough pine coffin, made 
by kindly hands. It was borne to an elevation 
higher up on the mountainside and, as the little 
company looked on in mute sorrow, the body 
was lowered to its last resting place. No prayer 
was uttered and no one read the triumphant 
O grave, 
where is thy victory?” The sustaining words 
of the Master—‘I am the resurrection, and the 
life: he that believeth in me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live: and whosoever liveth 
and believeth in me shall never die’’—were un- 


A Sao Paulo Colporteur Reports 


From Secretary Tucker, Brazil 


NE of our colporteurs in Sao Paulo sends 
me the inclosed photograph, and writes: 


SELLING SCRIPTURES AT A TOWN MARKET 


“T returned from my trip to Campinas, ob- 
serving with great satisfaction that God is 


‘richly blessing the reading of his Word being 


distributed by the American Bible Society. 
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read, because—there was no Bible in the cabin. 

Back to the home the mother and her fright- 
ened children went, accompanied by a few of 
the neighbor women who desired in every way 
to help. As the twilight gathered, one by one 
the neighbors left. The frugal supper over, 
the two older children sleeping on a pallet, the 
mother, with the baby in her arms, sat in her 
sorrow before the fire whose light cast weird 
shadows on the walls. Out in the mountain is 
heard the scream of a wild cat and the howl of 
a timber wolf, and the mother presses her 
sleeping babe close to her bosom. She remem- 
bers the home from which she came. She re- 
calls how her mother used to go to the mantel 
and take down the family Bible in a time like 
this; and there come back out of the mists of 
memory the words: “When thou _passest 
through the waters, I will be with thee; and 
through the rivers, they shall not overflow 
thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou 
shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame 
kindle upon thee. For I am the Lord thy God, 
the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour.” By 
some impulse born of her need, she reached up 
to her own rude mantel to take down the Bible, 
and—there was no Bible. 

This home now has been supplied by one of 
the colporteurs of the American Bible Society. 
Unfortunately, he did not know of it nor reach 
it in time for the funeral. Supplying such 
homes is part of the work of the Society. 

There are many like it. 


Many already have copies, but in fifteen days I 
sold there 108 volumes of the Sacred Scrip- 
tures. More than two hundred persons asked 
me to return. My sales for the month were 
88 Bibles, 44 New Testaments, and 50 Gospels. 
During the days I was on this trip I received 
great spiritual blessing. 

“T am happy to note that the people are losing 
more and more their fear that our Bibles are 
false; the number becoming more interested is 
increasing.” 

e e 

Dr. C. J. StAUFFACHER, Methodist Mission, 
Portuguese East Africa, is quoted with saying: 

I shall never forget one person that we met 
in the depths of the woods, while making a six 
weeks’ inland trip to hold meetings and to 
doctor the sick. He was a leper. When he 
hailed us, we stopped, thinking that he wanted 
money or medicine. His fingers and toes were 
gone. As he raised those fingerless hands, say- 
ing, ‘Have mercy on me,” what do you sup- 
pose he wanted? A Bible. He became a Chris- 
tian before being stricken with the disease. He 
got his Bible. 
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Recent Word from China 


HERE may be those who are tired of 

reading about matters in China. Surely 
none of our readers are indifferent to what is 
happening to, or affects, such a large part of 
the human race. Surely, also, the welfare of 
our Christian brothers and sisters in that great 
land, nationals and foreigners alike, is of vital 
interest. In these parlous days they deserve 
and will have our most earnest prayers, and 
one can pray with more intelligent zeal in pro- 
portion as he is informed. 


Two Cables 


A cable of February 1 from Secretary Lacy 
reported that two members of our staff, resi- 
dents of the war area, were missing; and that 
the Commercial Press at Shanghai, one of the 
largest printing plants in the world, had been 
destroyed. Many of the Scriptures published 
by our Society in languages and dialects of 
China were printed there. The Society’s loss 
of books and plates, Secretary Lacy reported, 
will be about $1,200 in gold. He further stat- 
ed that, fortunately, the Society has duplicate 
plates, but that the British and Foreign Bible 
Society and the National Bible Society of Scot- 
land had been less fortunate. By cable from 
New York he was authorized to do whatever 
circumstances required for the safety of the 
staff, and to render any assistance required to 
the British and Scotch Bible Societies’ repre- 
sentatives and work in China. 

A cable of February 15 has brought word 
that all members of our Society’s staff were 
then safe, but that individuals had lost much 
in “the wreck of war’’; also, that now the Lo 
Tsung Kee Press of Shanghai had been totally 
demolished, stock and plates of Scriptures 
having been destroyed involving a further loss 
of another $1,200, and that military operations 
“threatened very seriously.” 

Let us have much on our hearts and in our 
thoughts these and others busy in the great 
work of distributing God’s Word; and also 
especially the many Chinese Christians scat- 
tered, so many in solitary places, all over this 
vast land, that their courage and faith and zeal 
may be maintained and their lives held pre- 
cious. 

Another Luncheon 


Two luncheons, one with President Chiang 
Kai-shek, and another with General Chang 
Chih-kiang, were reported in the February 
RecorD, in both instances groups of Christian 
workers and leaders, national and foreign, be- 
ing participants, and both of these prominent 


Chinese leaders giving unequivocal evidence of 
their longing for the prevalence of Christian 
ideals and the blessing and guidance of God. 
For a special reason, we share, in part, un- 
official word not sent for publication, of an- 
other luncheon held in China. The guest of 
honor was that somewhat stormy petrel of 
China whom the press, with no compliments 
intended, used to call “The Christian General.” 
The over twenty-five Christian leaders, national 
and foreign, who gathered to do Marshal Feng 
Yu-hsiang this honor, were themselves a real 
tribute to him. Such a body could not have 
been gathered in honor of one who was not 
thought to be endeavoring to lead the life of 
a Christian. Dressed in the plain blue cotton 
padded garment of the peasant, as he towered 
above the company (he stands over six feet), 
General Feng spoke with modesty and deep 
gratitude at this greeting 
from Christian friends; 
deprecating the compli- 
ments that had been paid 
him, but affirming that 
what had been said of 
him as a Christian indi- 
cated the sincerest aspi- 
rations of his life. He 
referred to Christ as the 
great revolutionist who 
defied hypocritical con- 
ventionalities and cham- 
pioned the cause of the 
poor and needy and op- 
pressed. He said that 
whoever would give his. 
life in sacrifice and sin-. 
cerity, as did Jesus, in 
the desire to serve others 
would be criticized and 
opposed; that many ru- 
mors and slanders had been circulated about 
himself ; that it was rather amusing to be called 
both a communist and an imperialist, and that 
he had first-hand proof that there were those 
in China and outside of China who were spend- 
ing money trying to ruin his reputation. Also, 
that true Christianity expresses itself in un- 
selfish service, and that he craved the con- 
tinued prayers and encouragement of suchi 
Christian friends as those who were then hon- 
oring him. ) 
When such statements come from reliable 
sources, is it not fair that they be made known # 
Surely those who would have the Kingdo 
come in China should unite in prayer for guid- 
ance, restraint, and blessing on all Chines 
Christians who are in positions of power an 


GENERAL FENG 
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influence, and who may be instruments of great 
good to their great land. 

Nor should we omit from our prayers the 
Christians in Japan, Japanese Christians, who 
are sorely grieved over what is happening to 
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China, do not condone the Japanese leadership 
or forces responsible, and unite with all Chris- 
tians in praying and striving that right may 
supplant might and brotherhood rise over 
selfishness. 


“Sick and Ye Visited Me’”’ 


By the Rey. Arthur F. Ragatz, D.D., Secretary, Western Agency 


OR more than eighteen 
years the American Bi- 
ble Society, through its 
Western Agency, has min- 
istered to the spiritual needs 
of the unfortunate sick con- 
fined in the Denver Gen- 
eral Hospital. During these 
years thousands of copies 
of Scripture in more than a 
score of languages have 
been carefully distributed. Through this min- 
istry many souls. have been saved, some barely 
having time to make their peace with God be- 
fore being taken by the grim reaper, others re- 
covering their health to go back to their former 
pursuits, but taking with them their new-found 
religious experience, to live henceforth lives 
sweetened and blessed by the hallowed presence 
of Christ their Lord. 

If the consecrated workers 
who rendered this service 
had confined themselves to 
this phase of work only, their 
time and efforts would have 
been well spent; but during 
recent years they have under- 
taken additional tasks, which 
have not merely brought 
physical comforts to the sick, 
but have many times opened 
previously closed doors 
through which they were able 
to carry their gospel message. 


“Naked and Ye Clothed Me” 


It all came about through 
one of the hospital super- 
visors one day impatiently saying to our rep- 
resentative, “I don’t see what good it will do 
these poor mothers (in the maternity ward) 
to leave’ the hospital with one of your Testa- 
ments, when all she has for her newborn baby 
are some pieces of old blanket that the nurses 
have wrapped around the poor little thing.” 

The county furnished hospitalization and 
medical care, but not layettes. Most of these 
mothers were so poor that their only hope of 

getting clothes for their baby lay in receiving 


DR, RAGATZ 


help from kindly neighbors or from some 
charitable organization. 

Our devoted representative at once promised 
to provide clothing for these needy babes. She 
immediately purchased materials and began to 
make the little garments. When her friends 
discovered what she was doing, they begged to 
have a share in this service. Some, who could 
not do the actual work, contributed materials 
or money. From that day to this the circle of 
devoted helpers and also the variety of service 
have grown; in one year nearly 500 babies 
were thus outfitted; adults have been supplied 
with shoes, sweaters, and other articles of 
clothing; more than 100 pairs of spectacles 
have been provided particularly for tubercular 
and other patients confined to their beds for 
months; and, on holidays, bags of fruit and 
packages of homemade candy and other deli- 


“MINISTERING ANGELS” AND 450 PACKAGES OF GOOD CHEER 


cacies have been distributed to the joy of all. 

All the while these devoted workers make 
their principal task the distribution of volumes 
of the Scripture, Bible reading and instruction 
to the patients; 1,869 copies of Scripture in 
twelve languages having been furnished during 
the year. They are looked upon by patients 
and hospital employees as veritable angels of 
mercy, and are accorded every courtesy the in- 
stitution can afford as they go about in their 
gracious ministry to body, to mind, and to soul. 
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How the De Leon Family Was Won 


By the Rev. J. J. Morgan, Secretary, Southwestern Agency 


AN interesting story has come about an ordi- young people’s parties, then the choral club and 
nary Bible—our No. 44. It was given to night school. Finally, all three of the children 
a little Mexican girl. We gave out fifty Bibles were coming to Sunday school, Epworth 
that day. About each doubtless a good story League, and church, whenever possible. 

could be told; but we are hearing from only Then, one day the mother came with Jose- 
one in particular. We will let Miss Grace phine to the club and expressed a desire for a 
Thatcher, the mission teacher, tell the story in Bible in Spanish, that she might read it herself. 
her own words. Mr. Morgan very kindly supplied the book. 

One day, during our daily vacation Bible Shortly before Easter the entire family—fa- 
school last summer, a strange little girl came ther, mother, and three children—presented 
with a friend to enroll in the school. That 
same day Mr. Morgan, the American Bible So- 
ciety Secretary, had brought a number of Bibles 
to the Mission, to be given to the children who 
did not have one. 

After school was over that morning, this 
strange little girl, whose name we learned was 
Josephine De Leon, and her friend were talk- 
ing to us in the office. She was asked if she 
would like to have a Bible. Before she could 
reply, her friend spoke up, saying, “Oh, I am 
afraid her mother won’t let her come any more, 
if you give her a Bible; for they are such 
strong Catholics.” Josephine, however, said 
she wanted one. So we gave her one. And 
the mother did not stop her because of it. 

In the fall, when we began our parties for 
the young people, one evening I noticed a 
young boy who stayed at the edge of the crowd 
and did not enter into the games. Upon in- 
quiry, I learned that he was Manuel De Leon, themselves at the altar for membership in the 
a brother of the little Josephine. Methodist Church. So the Bible plus the mis- 

As our clubs opened in the fall; Josephine sionary brought this entire family, concludes 
enrolled in everything which was open to her Miss Thatcher. 
age—the sewing school, story hour, and piano There is nothing tragic here—nothing to 
class. Next came her brothers, Manuel and make a headline in a newspaper. But the 
Martin, the fifteen-year-old brother Martin angels in heaven are rejoicing over the influ- 
having come home from where he had been’ ence of these Bibles given to the De Leon 
living with his grandparents, attending first the family. 


JOSEPHINE DE LEON AND HER PARENTS 


Perilous Adventures with a Book — Continued 
By the Rev. Frank C. Laubach, Ph.D. 


Those who read the first part of this chapter from “Seven Thousand Emeralds’ in the February 
Recorp will be eager to complete it! And those who missed it will want to turn to that. 


HE last three of the eight episodes bring pore before their fatal but fruitful trip to Ma- 

us rapidly to the present decade with its nila. The British Bible Society kept these for - 
unforbidden and increasing supply of the ten years, hoping for another better chance. 
Scriptures in the languages and dialects of The surrender of Manila to General Merritt 
the Filipinos. flashed through the cables, and the very next 
GiRsndsllee Chime teen boat brought Charles Randall from Singapore 

with these Gospels, now yellow with age, and a 

Old Father Lallave and Felipe Castells had big supply of Spanish Bibles. One of them 
left two boxes of Pangasinan Gospels in Singa- Randall presented to General Aguinaldo, whose 


; 
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face, wrote Randall, “was radiant as he thanked 
us over and over, and assured us he would 
begin reading at once.” 

Then Charlie Glunz and Frank Jackson, the 
men who held that first Protestant meeting in a 
tent, went with Charlie Randall to Dagupan, 
the parish of Father Lallave, to sell the Pan- 
gasinan Gospels which he had translated. ‘Tell 
the people,” Randall said to an interpreter, 
“that old Father Lallave would have brought 


them himself if poison had not stopped him.” 


The news spread like wildfire. The three 
Americans were nearly mobbed to death. A 
Chinese merchant, seeing the situation, called, 
“Come inside!” So they retreated into the 


store, locked the door behind them, and passed 
the Gospels out through the iron bars of the 


windows. An hour later the boxes were empty. 
The spirit of Manrique Alonzo Lallave was 
happy. But not satisfied! All the people 
speaking Pangasinan must know the Bible, and 
all the people using other dialects as well. 


7. Isabelo de los Reyes and the Independent Church 


The Filipino exiles who had escaped to Spain 
and there planned the liberation of their coun- 
try, determined that the Bible should be un- 
locked to their people. Pascual Poblete, in 
Madrid, started to translate it into Tagalog. 
Cayatano Lukban started it in Bicol. Braulio 
Manikan, who lived with Eric Lund, started it 
in Visayan. Isabelo de los Reyes started it in 
‘Tlocano, and it brought out something in him 

which illustrates what dynamic energy is latent 
in the Book. 

Reyes had lain in prison until America de- 
feated Spain. When released, he had wan- 
dered through the streets of Barcelona in desti- 
tution, and had been picked up by an anarch- 


ists’ club, which soon made him a desperate foe 


of government and religion. He had been 
thrown into prison again for blowing up a 
building. There Raymond Walker, of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, found him 
and gave him a New Testament, and the young 
Filipino caught a vision of Christ. When he 
was released from prison, he translated the 
New Testament into Ilocano. 

Meanwhile the Filipino government ap- 
pointed Reyes for a very responsible mission. 
He was to intercede with the Pope at Rome to 
appoint Filipinos instead of Spaniards as 
bishops. The papal delegate replied sharply, 


“Not if all the friars are beheaded, will Rome 


appoint Filipinos as bishops.” So Isabelo de 
los Reyes returned to the Philippines in 1901, 
burning with indignation and determined to 
‘start an independent church. He found many 
Filipino priests enraged at the answer of the 
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Pope, and ready to join the new church. Fa- 
ther Aglipay, their leading Filipino priest, was 
made Obispo Maximo. It was the strategic 
moment, and incredible numbers swept into the 
Independent Filipino Church. By the year 
1905, Bishop Aglipay declared there were four 
million members. An Irish friar, named Am- 
brose Coleman, visited the Philippines that 
year, and published an alarming article, declar- 
ing that “freedom, if given at present to the 
revolutionary party, would mean....the de- 
struction of the Catholic religion in the Philip- 
pine Archipelago.” 

The Roman Catholic Church set to work to 
repair the damage. The Spanish friars were 
withdrawn, and in their place came democrati- 
cally minded priests from Europe and America. 
Hatred of the friars, which had animated the 
new Independent Church, died down. Many 
people began to feel that this church lacked the 
beauty and holiness for which their lives were 
hungering. How, indeed, could the church 
have been fit for the task, when its leaders had 
been trained only in the schools of the Spanish 
friars? Many of those who had been stam- 
peded into the Independent Church drifted 
back into the Roman Catholic Church, or 
joined Protestant mission churches, or gave up 
religion entirely. A million and a half people 
are still following Bishop Aglipay and hoping 
for a better day. 

When we know the tragic history of the 
Filipinos, their desperate eagerness for the Bi- 
ble, the story of these last years since the Bible 
was unlocked is no longer a mystery; but it 
does not cease to be thrilling. Many thou- 
sands of fathers and mothers who had never 
gone to school learned the alphabet from their 
children, so that they might read the Sacred 
Book. Old Feliza Malahay, of Guijulngan, 
when she was past ninety was taught to read by 
her eleven-year-old great-great-granddaughter, 
because, as she said, she “had to see the story 
of Jesus for herself.” 


8. The Scriptures in Fourteen Filipino Languages 


The American Bible Society had finished 
translating the entire Bible into seven Filipino 
dialects, and had it partly finished in seven 
more; they were keeping the presses of Tokyo 
hot, meeting the orders. Then the terrible 
Japanese earthquake of 1923 destroyed every 
plate. When Secretary George Cameron heard 
the news in Manila, he said, ““My heart bleeds 
for the stricken Japanese. For the plates we 
shall not shed a tear. We shall turn this dis- 
aster into a blessing by making better Bibles 
than ever.” So the translators went to work 
at their long task of revising over half a mil- 
lion words, and a few months later the presses 


OZ 


of Manila were turning out little paper-bound 
portions of the Bible as fast as they were fin- 


What Becomes of Bibles? 


Editorial in the “Religious Telescope,’ January 16, 1932 


HE question is suggested by a recent edi- 
torial in a daily paper. It is of more than 
passing interest, as certain facts presented in 
the editorial in question would indicate. Eleven 
million copies of the Bible* were sold by the 
British and Foreign Bible Society last year. 
The American Bible Society reports a sale of 
twelve million copies—a total of twenty-three 
million copies through these two agencies alone. 
The Bible easily holds its place as the world’s 
best seller among books, and each year wit- 
nesses a substantial gain over the preceding 
year. Without doubt it is growing in favor and 
in the place it holds in. the life of the world. 
Of course, some will aver that the Bible is 
bought, but not read. If one wishes to paint a 
gloomy picture, he can press that point. But 
the point is not well taken. We dare assert that 
the Bible is read, and read even more than the 
other books found upon the bookshelves of the 
average home. 

And this is our argument: The average book 
is read once, and laid aside. Then its life is 
finished, except for those volumes of excep- 
tional interest that may be passed on to a 
friend. However, few books are read more 
than once by the same person, but the Book 
of Books is read again and again, and with 
ever-increasing interest. 

We admit that the Bible is not read as other 
books are—which is another point in its favor. 
Comparatively few people will read it through 
in a regular way. But it remains accessible; 
portions are read at various times; it remains 
a book of reference; the weekly Sunday-school 
lesson, the Christian Endeavor or prayer-meet- 
ing topic, the daily reading for Sunday school 
or Young People’s society,—all supply occa- 
sion for referring to its pages again and again. 

And certainly no book is so much quoted 
verbally or in other publications as is the Bible; 
so that those who do not read it directly are 
constantly having its message pressed upon 
their minds. If every Bible in the world should 
be destroyed, it soon could be reproduced from 
quotations found in other publications. We say 
this to answer the charge that the Bible is 
little read in spite of its immense circulation. 

But that does not answer the question as to 
what becomes of the millions of Bibles that are 


Ree bible eis phere tised ito, cover volumes of Scripture which 
include Testaments and Portions, such as a Gospel or the 
Psalms, as well as complete Bibles.—Ep. 
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ished, representing translations in fourteen lan- 
guages and dialects of these emerald isles. | 


purchased each year. Or maybe it does—to | 
some extent. Surely Bibles are worn out from | 
use. Many a home has a well-worn and faded 
copy still in daily service, which long ago need- 
ed replacing by a new one. Yes, it may be 
said that Bibles are consumed by actual use 
as are no other books. 

In fact, a Bible seldom is destroyed directly; 
seldom found among the trash that is disposed 
of by fire or hauled away by the city drayman. - 
Bibles are conserved and handled carefully, 
and thus their lives are indefinitely prolonged. 
So we must conclude that one reason why so 
many Bibles are sold each year is that they 
actually are used by those who purchase them. 
We admit that there are other things that make 
possible the larger circulation of the Bible. 
There may be several Bibles in the same home 
—a fact that, with rarest exception, is not true 
of any other book. Often each member of the 
family has his or her own copy of the Bible, 
which is used exclusively by its owner until 
worn out and a new one takes its place. It also 
is true that Bibles are used as gifts more than 
any other book or possibly more than all other 
books combined. 

But does not all this fall back upon the fun- 
damental fact, that the greatest—and maybe in 
final analysis the only—reason why the Bible 
has such immense sales is that it is read; for 
individuals would not make it a practice to 
have their own Bibles if they did not want 
them for use; and Bibles would not be so gen- 
erally used as gifts to friends and loved ones, 
if they were not regarded as desirable. 

The only valid answer to the question “What 
becomes of the millions of Bibles that are sold 
yearly ?” is that they are read, and read because 
they have the message that the soul of human- 
ity yearns for, that enriches mind and _ heart 
and helps people to realize their highest aspira- 
tions, and that answers to their deepest needs. 

e 


The Bible 


O book is like the Bible 
For childhood, youth, and age; 
Our duty plain and simple 
We find on every page. 
It came by inspiration 
A light to guide our way, 
A voice from Him who gave it, 
Reproving when we stray. 


—Fanny J. Crosby. 
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Tablet to 


i July of last year the Near East Mission 
of the American Board celebrated the first 
centennial of the opening of Constantinople as 
a mission station. One of the most interesting 
ceremonies took place in the main hall of the 
Bible House, when the beautiful bronze tablet 
presented by the late Sylvester Bliss to the 


emory of his father, the Rev. Isaac Bliss, 
D.D., was unveiled. 

The Rev. Charles T. Riggs, secretary of the 
Vlission, first gave a biographical sketch of 
Isaac Bliss, of his connection with the Mission 
irst, then with the American Bible Society, 
and of how he was led to undertake the raising 
of funds for a building which, as headquarters 
of the Bible Society and of the Mission, has 


Notes and 


HE timeliness of our cover picture will 
‘A be apparent to all. Some may recall that 
it appeared with like appropriateness eight 
years ago on the November, 1924, issue of 
the Recorp. Its message is always true and 
timely. 


At the last meeting of the Board of Man- 
agers the Rev. E. K. Higdon was appointed 
Acting Secretary of the Philippines Agency, 
for one year, on the retirement of the Rev. G. 
Bruce Cameron. Mr. Higdon was for some 
years a member of the Disciples Mission in the 
Philippines, and more recently has been secre- 
tary of the National Christian Council in the 
Philippines. He will share his time between 
the work of the Bible Society and that of the 
National Christian Council. The high regard 
in which he is held and his ability promise well 
for the work of the Agency. 
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Isaac Bliss 


eminently justified his wisdom and foresight. 
Mr. Riggs closed with some personal remi- 
niscences of Dr. Bliss, and then called on Mr. 
F, Lyman MacCallum, representative of the 
American Bible Society in Turkey, to unveil 
the tablet. 

Mr. MacCallum, on so doing, said: 

“This building in which we stand is no ordi- 
nary structure. Its stones and mortar are the 
embodiment of an ideal. For close on sixty 
years it has reminded an important section of 
mankind that man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by the Word. 

“Only through anxiety and pain, through 
labor and sacrifice, does an ideal take shape and 
substance. This is one of the sure laws of the 
spiritual realm. The very fact that after a 
lapse of sixty years we are gathered here to do 
honor to the founder of this building, is a 
proof of his travail. 

“On behalf of the American Bible Society, 
of the American Board of Missions, and of all 
those nameless and uncounted individuals 
throughout the world who, through the influ- 
ences which have gone out from this building, 
have believed that God is man’s supreme con- 
cern, and in order that our admiration for the 
vision and sacrifice of Dr. Isaac Bliss and of 
his associates may ever remain fresh in our 
hearts, I unveil this tablet.” 

Following the unveiling the service was 
brought to a close with prayer offered by the 
Rev Hiald Rises, Beirut, Syria: 


Comments 


THE Democrat of Little Rock, Arkansas, on 
January 23 carried a detailed statement of last 
year’s work by the Rev. D. H. Colquette, the 
subagent of the Southwestern Agency in charge 
of work in Arkansas. Some of the special 
features of his distribution, which totaled 
around 50,000 volumes, were the bringing of 
the Scriptures to the blind; and distribution 
of some 25,000 of the Gospel of St. John to 
people “on the breadline”’ through the hard- 
ships of the year. 

* 


* OK 


One especially interesting paragraph relates 
that the ‘‘new law in the state requiring the 
Bible to be read in all tax-supported schools 
has done much to create new interest and de- 
mand for the Bible.’ Children who hear the 
Bible read in the schools raise questions about 
it at home, and parents are thus led to obtain 
copies. 
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A BRAVE deed is worthy of commendation 
and commemoration. he shopman, Kristu, in 
charge of the Society’s depository in Sofia was 
suddenly confronted with a revolver, warned 
not to make a sound, and to raise his hands. 
It was during the lunch hour when, according 
to custom, the shop was closed and he was 
alone. With unexpected bravery and velocity, 
he threw himself upon his assailant, caught him 
by surprise, and after a long struggle disarmed 
him. The robber escaped, but was chased and 
caught. 

ae 

It appears that the man had seen Mr. Popoff, 
the subagent, cash an Agency check at the bank 
and, suspecting that he had much money on 
his person, had followed him to learn his head- 
quarters, and returned at the lunch hour to get 
the money. Kristu, like Mr. Popoff, is white- 
haired and an oldish man; so the robber 
thought he was Mr. Popoff, and that he would 
be easy prey. Dr. J. Oscar Boyd, in reporting 
the incident, adds, “But in Bulgaria a man is 
not old until he can boast of some ninety or 
a hundred years, and apparently the bandit 
forgot that fact. The local papers were full 
of the incident the next day, and the Society 
thus got a lot of free advertisement.” 

e ® 

A copy of a letter, written almost one hun- 
dred years ago (in 1833), has come to us 
which is of special interest on two counts. It 
was written from Maine to a fellow citizen then 
in New York City, asking him to turn over to 
the American Bible Society $273 from his own 
money, to be recouped from the writer on re- 
turn home. The simple reason was the diffi- 
culty, at that time, in sending money from 
Maine to New York. 

noo cg at 

An alternative proposal was that a call be 
made at the Bible House and Mr. Nitchie, the 
then General Agent of the American Bible So- 
ciety, be asked to “devise some plan” to get this 
sum from Maine through some commercial 
house in Boston. 

ee 

This money was the sum of collections from 
five local churches and neighboring Bible So- 
cieties—three to constitute Life Memberships, 
one to “aid in printing Testaments for the 
blind,” the fifth—more than half of the total— 
being “for foreign distribution.” Our fathers 
were large minded. 

e e 

THE pastor of a Lutheran church reports 
that “in less than six months over 600 Bible 
portions had been taken from racks placed in 
bus stations in his city.” 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
INSTITUTED 1816 


Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


FEBRUARY MEETING OF THE BOARD 


, I ‘HE tenth stated meeting of the Board of 

Managers of the American Bible Society 
in its one hundred and sixteenth year was held 
at the Bible House, Astor Place, New York, 
on Thursday, February 4, 1932, President i 
Frederick Talcott in the chair. 

Devotional exercises were conducted by the 
Rev. R. S. Inglis, D.D. 

The minutes of the ninth stated meeting of 
the year were presented and approved, as were 
also the minutes of the standing committees. 

The gradual preparation of a “Manual for 
Agency Secretaries” was approved, as were: 
also instructions on languages, translations, and 
versions prepared under the approval of the! 
Committee on Versions. | 

The Rev. E. K. Higdon was appointed Act- 
ing Agency Secretary of the Philippines 
Agency for one year, to take effect on the re- 
tirement of the Rev. G. Bruce Cameron. 

Customary grants totaling over $6,000 were 
authorized to Bible Societies and missionary 
organizations in Europe, Africa, and in parts 
of Asia not served by the Society’s Foreign 
Agencies, to help them in the distribution of 
the Scriptures. 

General Secretary Brown presented a sum- 
mary showing the widening attention to Uni- 
versal Bible Sunday indicated by increased call 
for the literature supplied by the Society fo 
that purpose. Recording Secretary Chamber 
lain reported that the service to the blind i 
1931, through the supply of embossed volume 
of the Scriptures, had exceeded that of an 
year of record, and was very widely appre 
ciated. 


| 


A SIGNIFICANT comment accompanied a clip 
ping recently received from a daily paper a 
porting the success of divers in their attempt t 
salvage $5,000,000 in gold bullion from th 
wreck of the liner Egypt, off the coast o 


France. The clipping carried the statement. 
“the most interesting relic was part of an Eng 
lish Bible.” The significant comment was: I 
the world did not have the Book, this fin 
would be worth more than the gold. 

Think it over. Is this not greatly true? 
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$168,102 51 


$168,102 51 


PUBLICATION DEPARTMENT CASH STATEMENT 


Balance from December, 1931 
Transferred from General Cash 


Total Cash Balance 


sewer ere rere ere 


$70,409 74 


i ee ei a aera 


$16,110 17 
54,299 57 


$70,409 74 


SAFETY |. 


means everything 


«++¢+fo THEM 


‘In these days of uneasiness “A short time ago I began to 
about investments, it is so com- think about an income for the 
fortable to know that my annuity future. Experience taught me 
agreement with the American that some investments were not 
Bible Society is absolutely safe satisfactory and secure. I had 
and that I can depend on the very little to expend but that 
payments from it. And I know little meant much to me. Safety 
that all the time my money is therefore was the first requisite.” 
doing good.”—A, D... . Illinois M, PL... New York 


“ Safety is one of the many satisfactory features & 
‘ Nafety first possessed by the annuity agreements issued by 


the American Bible Society. Instituted in 1816 
this organization has for over eighty years been issuing annuity 
agreements and has never missed a single payment. Many testimonials 
similar to the above have been received expressing great satisfaction 
in the freedom from anxiety made possible by the safe character of 
the Society’s annuities. 


The safety feature of an American Bible Societ 
Safety plus annuity We is further enhanced by ie 
assurance that on through the years it will con- 
tinue to do good. Great satisfaction comes to the Christian in know- 
ing that because of his annuity the comfort, the counsel and the 
challenge of the Scriptures will be distributed across the earth through 

the service of the American Bible Society. 


GOES 


“Mrs. S. and I are thoroughly pleased with the an- 
nuity agreement of your Society which we hold. We 
know that it is safe, and that the money which we 
have placed with you on the annuity basis will return 
to us a steady and reliable income no matter how 
long we may live. We like to think also that when 
we no longer need this income the principal will be 
used for the translation, publication and distribution 
of the Scriptures, a work so essential to the Christian 
missionary program.” —J, S.,.. Oklahoma 


You, too, should know about these Annuity Agreements. The coupon 


£ below, filled out and mailed to us, will bring you full information. Ss 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, Astor Place, New York yM OF 
Please send me your booklet 62B, giving full information ay? 

on the annuity plan of the American Bible Society. It is ay ye 
understood that this request places me under no obligation. 
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